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Who he is and what he is passionate about: 
Holding a deep passion for biblical scholarship and praxis, he strives to connect people’s personal faith  
development with acts of compassion and social justice in their various communities and in the world around  
them. Recognizing the Church as much larger than just the local congregation, he strives to build relationships of 
radical empathy that are life-giving and effect real change. He is especially committed to racial reconciliation and 
building a just and loving solidarity between peoples. 

Education and Experience: 
A preacher’s kid, our candidate is a graduate of Texas Christian University, holding a Bachelor of Music (Magna Cum 
Laude, 2000) in theory and composition and a Master of Music (2003) in composition. He was graduated from 
Brite Divinity School with a Master of Divinity in 2009, and, while at Brite, was twice named a Walker Scholar by the 
Granville and Erline Walker Ministerial Scholarship Foundation for demonstrating outstanding preaching potential.  

He is currently pursuing a Doctor of Ministry, with emphasis in “Pastoral Leadership in Church and Society: 
Collaborating for Change,” from Phillips Theological Seminary.  

In 2008-2009 he completed a 15-semester-hour program with concentration in Black Church Studies, exploring 
themes of freedom, justice, and equality, while further developing his commitment to racial reconciliation and 
solidarity, and a refined lens of diversity when approaching Biblical text and theological discussions.  

In 2014-2015 he consulted with Hope Partnership and engaged in intensive training regarding congregational 
life cycles, visioning processes, values assessment, leadership development and missional transformation for the 
renewal of churches. 

A lifelong member of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), he has served a number of Disciples and United 
Methodist congregations since 2000 in the Dallas/Fort Worth metroplex, in Amarillo, TX, and finally in Tulsa, OK. 
These positions include worship and music ministry, education, and congregational leadership.  

Hobbies and Interests: 
Our candidate loves to play jazz bass and piano. When available, he enjoys performing at jazz gigs. He enjoys 
physical exercise, especially nature hikes, weight training, and cycling. He enjoys chess, board games and reading. 
He and his wife own two Maine Coon cats. 

Some of his comments from his ministerial profile: 
On how God is leading you into future ministry. 

“I seek to serve with a people that embraces the challenge of 21st century ministry, values art and learning, loves 
justice and service, and longs to bring Christ’s life-giving presence into the world, a people that has heard God’s call 
to be Church and are ready to say “Yes!” to that new day, both affirming the past and looking forward to the future 
God brings.” 

On how the mission of the church impacts the greatest challenges facing the world today. 

“Our holy work for reconciliation, advocacy justice, and peace are part of the “Great Reversal” to which Christ 
dedicated his life and to which his resurrection points. As Easter people, the church’s mission is for “the life of the 
world to come” — a world here on earth that is once again reconciled and made new, humanity’s hearts, minds, and 
actions reborn under God’s reign of love. In the face of oppression, tyranny, exploitation, indifference, war, famine, 
destruction of Creation, and all other Powers, our mission is to shine the Light that no darkness will overcome and 
thereby usher in the dawn of new creation.”


